


Exhibit #1 to #6).  Based on this review we project a total of $8,816,018 in USHBC funds available for the 2017 
year, which includes $351,985 in USDA TASC funds to conduct a fresh market access related project.  This total 
also includes a projected $3.1 million in calendar year 2017 import funds.  Based on this total the Finance 
Committee recommends the USHBC 2017 budget of $8,816,018 allocated as follows: 
 

Market Promotion/Publicity  $5,266,000 
Health Research   $1,366,500 
Industry Relations   $   155,100 
Good Practices    $   555,735 
USHBC Program Fees   $   236,000 
General Expenses   $   150,835 
Administration    $   632,146 
Travel & Meeting Expenses  $   253,050 
Uncommitted Expenses   $   200,652 
 Total    $8,816,018 
 

Hurst reported that the Finance Committee again proposes to use the firm Propp, Christensen, and Canaglia 
(PCC) to conduct our USHBC audit for 2016. 
 
He noted that the Finance Committee wrapped up their meeting with a discussion on strategic goals that will be 
brought to the sub-committee strategic planning session in the Spring of 2017. 
 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the Finance Committee meeting report with recommendations 
and proposed budget as allocated.  Maureen Pello suggested that the USHBC also delegate authority to each of 
its committees to allow them to allocate funds for activities in 2017 that would be funded with their Unallocated 
Funds carried within their 2017 budget categories.  Art Galletta moved to accept the 2017 budget and allow the 
committees to allocate their unallocated funds as they deem necessary.  The motion was given a second from 
Brian Bocock.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Bains then called on Health Research Committee Chairman Dave Brazelton for his committee report.  
Brazelton noted that the Health Research Committee has made commitments to expand and enhance its 
effectiveness in two ways; 1- it has increased the frequency of Request for Proposals (RFP) to every year, to be 
more responsive to current trends and new research opportunities.  2- The Committee decided to form a Science 
Advisory Board (SAB), made up of highly respected scientists that are experts in their fields of research to help us 
with research strategy, study evaluations, and protocols for the studies that we consider and later fund (See 
Exhibit #7).  
 
The Committee made preparations for its Spring work session which is being held in Napa, California.  This will be 
the first meeting with the SAB.  He reported the Committee funded eight (8) new projects this year, with twelve 
(12) ongoing, most of which are scheduled to be completed by the end of 2017 (See Exhibit #8).  He noted the 
Health Research Committee reviewed and recommended their budget allocated as follows:  
 

Research Administration  $   100,000 
Blueberry Research Bank  $     50,000 
Blueberry Researcher Travel  $     14,000 
Sponsorships    $       2,500 
Research Unallocated Expense (RFP) $1,000,000 
Blueberry Research Meeting   $     50,000 
Research Screeners & Advisory Comm. $     50,000 
Unallocated Reserve   $   100,000 
 Total    $1,366,500 

 



Brazelton noted that the Committee made plans to attend the Berry Health Benefits Symposium being held in 
California in March of 2017, and intends to propose that highbush blueberries host the next event in 2019 possibly 
in New York to be closer to a large media center. 
 
Brazelton then gave a quick review of the MIND study, one of the largest projects that the Health Research 
Committee has had the opportunity to fund to date.  The USHBC will be providing frozen blueberries for the 
project over a period three years (See Exhibit #9 for details). 
 
At the close of the report Mark Hurst moved, with a second from Tim Wetherbee, to accept the report submitted 
by the Health Research Committee and their proposed 2017 budget of $1,366,500. The motion carried.  
 
Chairman Bains then called on Industry Relations Committee Chairman Bo Slack to give a report from his 
committee meeting held on October 5th.  Slack noted that their meeting started off with an introduction and 
welcome of the new Ambassadors as well as new Industry Relations Committee member Jorge Varela. 
 
Slack noted that the Committee discussed the election results for seating in 2017, noting that the candidates have 
not been confirmed by the Secretary of Agriculture as of yet.  Once confirmed, the Committee will reconvene via 
conference call to select new USHBC officers to be recommended to the Board for seating in 2017. 
 
He reported his Committee discussed the results of the 2016 Continuation Referendum, noting that 74% of ballots 
received approved the continuation of the Blueberry Order.  By comparison the previous Continuation 
Referendum had 88% approval, and the referendum before that had an 80% approval.  In recognition of this drop 
in approval percentage, the Committee recommended we move forward with an awareness program for growers 
to become more aware of the things our Council is doing for the good of the Industry.  This Continuation 
Referendum Outreach program goal will be added to the Industry Relations Committee 2017-2021 Strategic Plan.  
The next Continuation Referendum will be in 2021. 
 
Slack reported that the Committee has approved and recommends submission of a Request for Proposal for a 
research project on “Cost of Blueberry Production” to obtain a general analysis of the cost of process production 
and grower price which can be used when submitting USDA and other purchase proposals. 
 
Slack also noted that the USHBC and IBO have come to an agreement, USHBC will pay yearly IBO dues for access 
to the IBO World Report, compiled by Cort Brazelton as in the past, as well as other data generated for IBO 
members.  The USHBC will not be participating in any IBO activities beyond data collection and distribution.  
Instructions on how to access IBO reports will be forthcoming. 
 
Slack continued his report noting that the USHBC meeting locations are set for the next two years with our next 
meeting taking place in Phoenix, Arizona this coming March (Exhibit #10).  He noted that the Committee will be 
recommending the meeting location for the 2019 year at the next Spring meeting once the Western Region has 
selected their preference to host either the Spring or the Fall 2019 meeting. 
 
Slack reported his committee reviewed the Industry Relations 2017 recommended budget of $155,100 with 
allocations as follows: 
 

Industry Relations Activities   $  35,000 
Bluespaper     $  15,600 
Grower Engagement/Ambassador Program $  16,500 
USHBC 2017-2021 Strategic Plan  $  54,000 
World Blueberry Market Analysis  $    4,000 
IBO and Association Memberships  $  15,000 
Industry Relations Unallocated Expense  $  15,000 

   Total    $155,100 
 



Slack stated the Committee closed its meeting with a discussion on their goals and objectives that will be 
recommended at the Strategic Planning Session in Arizona this coming Spring 2017. 
 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the Industry Relations report and recommendations as presented.  
Francisco Allende moved for acceptance of the Industry Relations Committee report, with a second from Steve 
Erickson.  The motion carried. 
 
Next, Chairman Bains called on Good Practices Committee Chairman Denny Doyle to give his report on the USHBC 
Good Practices Committee meeting held on October 7th.  Doyle stated that his Good Practices Committee meeting 
opened with an update from Norm Hartman on the USHBC Issue Management Plan and a member survey that 
will help him with topics for possible issue management. 
 
Doyle then noted that Rod Cook reported on two USHBC/TASC studies; South Korean MRL Analysis project and 
the Pest Control Protocols for export market access project.  Work is progressing on both projects and outcomes 
look promising.    
 
Doyle then reported on the USHBC Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) subcommittee activities led by Good 
Practices Committee Member Pat Goin.  The initial subcommittee recommendation was to simplify the NABC GAP 
document.  The subcommittee will review this and other topics and make recommendations to the Good Practices 
Committee at the 2017 Spring meeting.   
 
Doyle then stated that Dave Trinka reported on bee health noting that the EPA is looking at pollinators more 
closely and that all registrants will be required to do additional testing on bee toxicity.  Doyle urged growers to 
become involved with their bee keepers as well as researchers.  Doyle also noted that the EPA has revised its 
Worker Protection Standards relating to pesticide exposure, effective January 2017.  USHBC will be sending out 
more information to all the growers on this latest regulation. 
 
Doyle then reported that Alan Schreiber has asked for consideration of support for the organic blueberry industry 
in the use of a conventional chemical product called Polyoxin D (OSO), which has shown some success against 
mummy berry.  A more in-depth review is required and Schreiber will return with additional information at the 
next meeting.  Maureen Pello stated that the USHBC could provide technical facts on this effort but could not 
endorse it.  It was decided that the NABC would be the organization to consider support. 
 
Doyle concluded his report noting that the Good Practices Committee had reviewed and approved its 2017 budget 
of $555,735 (which included $351,985 in USDA TASC funds) allocated as follows: 
 

Alert Site Server & Maintenance   $  10,500 
TMT Retainer/Crisis Plan    $  24,750 
TMT Media Training     $  16,500 
Issue Management Reserve    $    5,000 
Printing      $    2,000 
Alliance for Food and Farming    $  10,000 
TASC IR4 EU MRL Project   $  20,000 
Pest Analysis for Fresh Market Access   $  40,000 
TASC Insect Trade Barrier Project YR1 (USDA$) $351,985 
Good Practices Unallocated Expense   $  75,000 
 Total     $555,735 

 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the Good Practices Committee budget as detailed.   Adair 
Peterson moved, with a second from Bob Carini, to accept the Good Practices Committee 2017 budget as 
presented. The motion carried. 
 



At the conclusion of the report, Doyle noted that the Good Practices Committee discussed its strategic goals and 
objectives and will be making some changes.  The Committee will be meeting via conference call prior to the 2017 
Spring Meeting to finalize the goals and objectives that will be brought to the Strategic Planning meeting in Arizona 
at the USHBC Spring Meeting. 
 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the Good Practices Committee report as presented.  Francisco 
Allende moved with a second from Pat Goin to accept the Good Practices Committee report.  The motion carried. 
 
Chairman Bains then called for USHBC Promotion Committee Chairman Kirk McCreary to report on his 
committees’ activities.  McCreary reported that the Promotion Committee met this past September in Phoenix 
for their annual in-depth working meeting to review Promotion Committee plans for 2017 and work on Export 
Market Promotion goals for 2017 to 2021.  A second meeting is scheduled for this December in Chicago to finalize 
recommendations for the Strategic Planning Group regarding export and domestic promotional activities. 
 
McCreary noted that Tom Payne presented the 2017 Food Manufacturer Publicity and Export Market Promotion 
Plans (See Exhibit #11 and #12).  McCreary noted that the highlight of this presentation was the introduction of 
Trish Adkins from Happy Baby Foods.  This company has an innovative line of organic baby foods, which includes 
items containing blueberries.  In recognition of Happy Baby’s use of blueberries in their product line Ms. Adkins 
was presented with the USHBC Little Blue Dynamo Award. 
 
McCreary noted that the Padilla/CRT team took the Committee through the Consumer and Foodservice Plan for 
2017 (See Exhibit #13).   Then followed a brief review of the Chilean Winter Promotion Program, mainly targeted 
at the retail sector.  The final presentation focused on exports, and an update on our MAP funding proposals 
submitted to USDA for 2017. 
 
In light of the stressful situation in the process sector, suggestions were made from the audience that more 
funding should be directed toward process fruit.  McCreary noted that both domestic and export food 
manufacturer programs are directed at process fruit consumption, and Padilla/CRT now has underway an October 
Goodness Frozen campaign and an expanded consumer campaign scheduled next year.  However, the Committee 
is aware that more effort is needed.  This issue will be part of its strategic planning session scheduled in December. 
 
McCreary completed his report with a review of the recommended 2017 Market Promotion Budget for a total of 
$5,266,000 allocated as follows: 
 

Consumer/Food Service Publicity  $3,400,000 
Food Manufacturer Publicity   $   650,000 
Export Market Promotion (USHBC funds) $   700,000 
Export Consumer Promotion (USHBC funds) $   200,000 
Export Market Promotion – FAS MAP (USDA$) $     TBD   
Market Research    $     48,000 
Export Coordination    $     68,000 
Unallocated Export Promotion Reserve  $   100,000 
Unallocated Marketing Expense   $   100,000 
  Total    $5,266,000 

 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the Promotion Committee report and recommended 2017 budget 
as presented.  Brian Bocock moved, with a second from Tim Wetherbee, to accept the Promotion Committee 
report and 2017 recommended budget.  The motion carried. 
   
Next on the agenda was the Final Consideration of 2017 Budget Modifications and Finalization of 2017 Budget.  
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to accept the USHBC 2017 budget.  Mark Hurst moved with a second from 
Pat Goin to accept the USHBC 2017 budget of $8,816,018 (See Exhibit #6) and the motion carried. 
 



Agenda item number seven was the Discussion of USHBC Committee Assignment Procedure.  Chairman Bains 
noted that it is the responsibility of the Chairman to appoint committee positions, this procedure, Addendum 
#11 of the USHBC By-Laws, brings some clarity to the process of selecting USHBC committee members.  The 
proposed addendum has been sent to members prior to today’s meeting. 
 
ADDENDUM  11  
USHBC COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT PROCEDURE:  
Proposed Addition to USHBC By-Laws 8/31/16 
 

• USHBC Committee positons are assigned by the USHBC Chairman. 
• Each USHBC Member and each USHBC Alternate will serve on a USHBC Committee. 
• Balance among blueberry regions is given prime consideration in making committee assignments. 
• USHBC Committee Chairman may request that additional (non-elected) members of the industry, with 

knowledge and/or expertise of importance to the specific committee, be considered for a committee 
assignment as well. 

• Those interested in committee assignments who are not elected USHBC members and alternates are 
asked to contact the USHBC Chairman. 

• The USHBC Chairman will consult with each USHBC Committee Chairman then finalize committee 
assignments. 

• Committee assignments will be reviewed and updated by the USHBC Chairman on an annual basis or as 
needed. 

 
Chairman Bains entertained a motion to approve the addition of Addendum #11, USHBC Committee Assignment 
Procedure, to the By-Laws.  Steve Erickson motioned with a second from Francisco Allende.  The motion carried. 
 
The next agenda item was the USHBC 2017/21 Strategic Plan Update.  Chairman Bains noted that the Strategic 
Planning Session is scheduled for Monday, February 27 and Tuesday February 28, 2017 prior to our 2017 Spring 
meeting in Phoenix, Arizona.  The session will be conducted by the GameChangers team which is currently 
conducting interviews and reviewing blueberry research in preparation for our session. 
 
Next on the agenda was Other Business.  Tom Payne presented a Little Blue Dynamo themed award to Chairman 
Bains on this, his last meeting as Chairman of the USHBC.   
 
Mark Villata noted that a flyer that has been created to show the differences between NABC and USHBC and 
generate more awareness of the NABC.  Villata asked members to distribute the flyer to growers and members in 
the blueberry industry.  Villata also mentioned that the USHBC will soon have a new updated website 
www.blueberry.org and he encouraged members to log on to see the updated site. 
 
Chairman Bains closed the meeting noting that the next USHBC meeting will be the Spring meeting held March 1 
to March 3, 2017 in Phoenix, Arizona at the Crown Plaza Phoenix Airport.  The 2017 Fall meeting will be October 
11 to October 13, 2017 in Grand Rapids, Michigan at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.   
 
In Bains closing comments, he noted that this was his last year as Chairman of the Council after having served for 
four years.  He thanked the Board, the Executive Committee and membership, Mark Villata and his staff for having 
the confidence in him to serve as the Chair, and giving him the support and trust that they have shown him.  He 
noted it has been an enjoyable journey.  We have accomplished a lot in the past four years and we have brighter 
days ahead. 
 
There being no further business Mark Hurst moved with a second from Jorge Varela to adjourn the meeting.  The 
motion carried and the meeting of the USHBC was adjourned at 12:11pm. 































Exhibit 10 
NABC and USHBC MEETING SCHEDULE and LOCATIONS 

DATE REGION CITY 
October 5 & 6, 2001  West Denver, Colorado 
March 1 & 2, 2002 East Washington D.C.  
October 4 & 5, 2002  East Washington D.C. 
February 28 & March 1, 2003  South Jekyll Island, Georgia 
October 3 & 4, 2003  Midwest Cincinnati, Ohio 
February 27 & 28, 2004  West Sacramento, California 
October 1 & 2, 2004  East Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
February 25 & 26, 2005  South Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina 
October 14 & 15, 2005  Midwest Grand Rapids, Michigan 
March 3 & 4, 2006 West Seattle, Washington 
October 6 & 7, 2006  East Bar Harbor, Maine 
March 1, 2 & 3, 2007  South Orlando, Florida 
October 5 & 6, 2007  Midwest Minneapolis, Minnesota 
February 28, 29 & March 1, 2008 West Vancouver, British Columbia  
October 2, 3 & 4, 2008  East McLean, Virginia  
February 26, 27 & 28, 2009 South Gulfport, Mississippi 
October 15, 16 & 17, 2009 West Portland, Oregon  
February 24, 25 & 26, 2010 West Phoenix, Arizona  
October 13, 14 & 15 2010 Midwest Grand Rapids, Michigan 
March 2, 3 & 4, 2011  South Dallas, Texas 
October 5, 6, 7, 2011  East Atlantic City, New Jersey 
February 29, March 1 & 2, 2012  West San Francisco, California 
October 3, 4 & 5, 2012  Midwest St. Louis, Missouri 
February 27, 28, March 1, 2013  South Savannah, Georgia 
October 2, 3 & 4, 2013  East Wilmington, North Carolina  
February 26, 27 & 28, 2014 West Westlake Village, California 
October 1, 2 & 3, 2014 Midwest Chicago, Illinois 
February 25, 26 & 27, 2015 South Orlando, Florida 
October 7, 8 & 9, 2015  West Las Vegas, Nevada 
March 2, 3 & 4, 2016  South/Airport Dallas, Texas 
October 5, 6 & 7, 2016  East Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
March 1, 2, & 3 2017 Airport Phoenix, Arizona 
(Wednesday to Friday) Crowne Plaza Phoenix Airport 
October 11, 12, & 13 2017 Midwest Grand Rapids, Michigan 
(Wednesday to Friday) Amway Grand Plaza Hotel 
Spring 2018 Airport Salt Lake City, UT 
Fall 2018 South New Orleans, LA 
Spring 2019 West/Airport Need to determine by Spring 2017 
Fall 2019 West/Airport Need to determine by Spring 2017 
Spring 2020  East/Airport Need to determine by Spring 2018 
Fall 2020 East/Airport Need to determine by Spring 2018 

USHBC Spring Meeting 
Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday of Last Week of February (or First Wednesday/Thursday/Friday of March) 
Western and Southern Locations 
USHBC Fall Meeting 
First Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday of October (Unless Date Conflicts with Canadian Thanksgiving and 
PMA Fresh Summit, AFFI), Midwestern and Eastern Locations 
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